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The Rise of Silas Lapham isarealist novel by William Dean Howells published in 1885. The story follows
the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silasearns a
fortune in the paint business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through his daughter's
marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses his money but makes
the right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the millsto English settlers.

Howellsis known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of the sentimental novel. The
resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom Corey, and Penelope Lapham highlights Howells
rejection of the conventions of sentimental romantic novels as unrealistic and deceitful.

The novel begins with Silas Lapham being interviewed for a newspaper profile, during which he explains his
financial successin the mineral paint business. The Lapham family is somewhat self-conscious in their
sudden rise on the social ladder and often fumble in their attempts at following etiquette norms. They decide
to build a new home in the fashionable Back Bay neighborhood, and Lapham spares no expense ensuring it
is at the height of fashion.

Tom Corey, ayoung man from awell-respected high-class family, shows an interest in the Lapham girls;

Mr. and Mrs. Lapham assume he is attracted to Irene, the beautiful younger daughter. Corey joins the
Lapham's paint business in an attempt to find his place in the world, rather than rely on the savings of his
father, Bromfield Corey. When Tom Corey begins calling on the Laphams regularly, everyone assumes his
interest in Irene has grown, and Irene takes a fancy to him. Corey, however, astounds both families by
revealing his love for Penelope, the elder, more plain-looking, but more intelligent daughter who possesses
an unusual sense of humor, a sophisticated literary passion, and a sensible but inquiring mind. Though
Penelope has feelings for Tom Corey, sheis held back by the romantic conventions of the era, not wanting to
act on her love for fear of betraying her sister.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Blecha:

Often the book The Rise of Silas Lapham will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to describe the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable
to you. The book The Rise of Silas Lapham is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Beatrice Raybon:

Beside this specific The Rise of Silas Lapham in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Rise of
Silas Lapham because this book offersto you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Joe Dix:

This The Rise of Silas Lapham is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who till having small amount of digest in reading this The Rise of Silas Lapham can be
the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisn't
any in reading areserve especially thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kevin Dobson:

Y ou may get this The Rise of Silas Lapham by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern eraincluding now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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