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A profoundly searching investigation that reveals for the first time the philosophical foundations of Wagner's
art

Richard Wagner's devotees have ranged from the subtlest minds (Proust) to the most brutal (Hitler). The
enduring fascination of his works arises from his singular fusion of musical innovation and theatrical daring,
but also from his largely overlooked engagement with the boldest investigations of modern philosophy.

Now, in this radically clarifying book, Bryan Magee traces the Wagner's involvement in the intellectual
quests of his age, from his youthful embrace of revolutionary socialism, to a Schopenhauerian rejection of
the world as illusion, to the near-Buddhist resignation of his final years. Mapping the influence of ideas on
Wagner's art, Magee shows how abstract thought can permeate musical work and stimulate creations of great
power and beauty. And he unflinchingly confronts the Wagner whose paranoia, egocentricity, and anti-
Semitism are as repugnant as his achievements are glorious.

At once a biography of the composer, an overview of his times, an account of 19th century opera, and an
insight into the intellectual and technical aspects of music, Magee's lucid study offers the best explanation of
W. H. Auden's judgment that Wagner, for all his notorious difficulties, was "perhaps the greatest genius that
ever lived.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

This The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy can be one of the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Mike Hodges:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy this publication consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Michael Banks:

You can obtain this The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Judith Ellis:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The
Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy. You can more attractive than now.
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