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This is the first full study of how people refer to entities in natural discourse. It contributes to the
understanding of both linguistic diversity and the cognitive underpinnings of language and it provides a
framework for further research in both fields. Andrej Kibrik focuses on the way specific entities are
mentioned in natural discourse, during which about every third word usually depends on referential choice.
He considers reference as an overt representation of underlying cognitive processes and combines a
theoretically-oriented cognitive approach with empirically-based cross-linguistic analysis. He begins by
introducing the cognitive approach to discourse analysis and by examining the relationship between
discourse studies and linguistic typology. He discusses reference as a linguistic phenomenon, in connection
with the traditional notions of deixis, anaphora, givenness, and topicality, and describes the way his
theoretical approach is centered on notions of referent activation in working memory. He argues that the
speaker is responsible for the shape of discourse and that referential expressions should be understood as
choices made by speakers rather than as puzzles to be solved by addressees.

Kibrik examines the cross-linguistic aspects of reference and the typology of referential devices, including
referring expressions per se, such as free and bound pronouns, and referential aids that help to tell apart the
concurrently activated entities. This discussion is based on the data from about 200 languages from around
the world. He then proposes a comprehensive model of referential choice, in which he draws on concepts
from cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology, and cognitive neuroscience, and applies
this to Russian and English. He also draws together his empirical analyses in order to examine what light his
analysis of discourse can shed on the way information is processed in working memory. In the final part of
the book Andrej Kibrik offers a wider perspective, including deixis, referential aspects of gesticulation and
signed languages.

This pioneering work will interest linguists and cognitive scientists interested in discourse, reference,
typology, and the operations of working memory in linguistic communication.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Reference in Discourse
(Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Diane Dean:

The event that you get from Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory)
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies
in Typology and Linguistic Theory) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) instantly.

Tyron Lenahan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory), it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a publication.

Vicki Head:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an



individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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