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Dizzy Gillespie has secured his place in the jazz pantheon as one of the most expressive and virtuosic
improvisersin the history of music. But he was much more than that. As one of the primary creators of the
bebop and Afro-Cuban revolutions, he twice fundamentally changed the way jazz improvisation was done.
And he later extended his revolutionary reach by transforming the aesthetic of big band jazz.

Thisvivid biography chronicles Dizzy's saga from the lowest rung on the American social and political
ladder to the highest. Born black in fiercely racist Cheraw, South Carolina, in 1917, Dizzy combined great
energy, afurious drive to succeed, and aone-in-a-million talent to climb quickly out of rural poverty to arole
among the Swing Erajazz elite before his twenty-first birthday.

Author Donald L. Maggin shows how, with bebop during the late 1930s and early 1940s, Dizzy and four
colleagues -- Charlie Parker, Kenny Clarke, Thelonious Monk, and Charlie Christian -- radically expanded
the rhythmic and harmonic foundations of jazz. And he illustrates how Dizzy and Mario Bauza recast the
music duing the late 1940s by enriching it with invigorating and exciting Afro-Cuban polyrhythms. He a'so
relates how Dizzy and his colleagues endured atorrent of criticism before their innovations were accepted
into the mainstream.

Dizzy's story takes us on the road with the great Calloway, Hines, and Eckstine bands and to Cheraw's cotton
fields, Harlem's afterhours clubs, the teeming 1940s Fifty-second Street jazz scene, the rhythmic barrios of
Havana, Rio's samba festivals, the White House, and the world's great concert halls as Dizzy teamed up with
prodigious talents to make great music during a career spanning fifty-five years. It also records his spiritual
growth over the decades and the intense love he earned from those close to him.

As an entertainer Dizzy combined his electrifying musicianship with an infectious warmth and rare comedic
skills, becoming bel oved worldwide and achieving a popularity that few jazz musicians have ever enjoyed.
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From reader reviews:
Hilda Baker:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie
had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The guide Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie is nhot only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Dizzy: The Life and
Times of John Birks Gillespie. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ledie Heidelberg:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie giving you another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life
with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Carolyn Bailey:

This Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie is completely new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Dizzy: The Life and Times of
John Birks Gillespie can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why |
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve isthe answer. So there isno in reading a guide especially thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for.
It should be here for you. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Susan Demar:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Dizzy: The Life and Times of John Birks Gillespie we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Dizzy: The Life and



Times of John Birks Gillespie. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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