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George Eliot wrote that “man cannot do without the make-believe of a beginning.” Beginnings, it turns out,
can be quite unusual, complex, and deceptive. The first major volume to focus on this critical but neglected
topic, this collection brings together theoretical studies and critical analyses of beginnings in a wide range of
narrative works spanning several centuries and genres. The international and interdisciplinary scope of these
essays, representing every major theoretical perspective—including feminist, cognitive, postcolonial,
postmodern, rhetorical, ethnic, narratological, and hypertext studies—extends from classic literary fiction to
nonfictional discourse to popular culture.
 
The authors, respected scholars and emerging critics, ask what conventions structure our understanding of
beginnings before we encounter them; how best to analyze and comprehend beginnings in historical,
traditional, and postmodern works; and how endings are (often unexpectedly) related to beginnings. The
contributors use historical, political, narratological, and psychological frameworks to pursue these and
related questions in works by Laurence Sterne, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, Samuel Beckett, Manuel Puig,
Salman Rushdie, Julia Alvarez, and feminist hypertext fiction. Together their essays comprise the single
most important volume for theorizing about and understanding narrative beginnings.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Narrative Beginnings: Theories and Practices (Frontiers
of Narrative).

Henrietta Roderick:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Narrative Beginnings:
Theories and Practices (Frontiers of Narrative), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Patrick Cartwright:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Narrative Beginnings: Theories and Practices
(Frontiers of Narrative) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Marsha Young:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Narrative
Beginnings: Theories and Practices (Frontiers of Narrative) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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