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The Bearer of This Letter illuminates the enduring effects of colonialism by examining the decades-long
tension between written words and spoken words in a reservation community. Drawing on archival sources
and her own extensive work in the community, Mindy J. Morgan investigates how historical understandings
of literacy practices challenge current Indigenous language revitalization efforts on the Fort Belknap
Reservation in Montana.
 
Created in 1887, Fort Belknap is home to the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine peoples. The history of these two
peoples over the past century is a common one among Indigenous groups, with religious and federal
authorities aggressively promoting the use of English at the expense of the local Indigenous languages.
Morgan suggests that such efforts at the assimilation of Indigenous peoples had a far-reaching and not fully
appreciated consequence. Through a close reading of federal, local, and missionary records at Fort Belknap,
Morgan demonstrates how the government used documents as a means of restructuring political and social
life as well as regulating access to resources during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As a
result, the residents of Fort Belknap began to use written English as a means of negotiating with the
government and when arguing for structural change during the early reservation period while maintaining
distinct arenas for Indigenous language use. These linguistic practices have significantly shaped the
community’s perceptions of the utility of writing and continue to play a central role in contemporary
language programs that increasingly rely on standardized orthographies for Indigenous language programs.
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From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Bearer of This Letter: Language Ideologies,
Literacy Practices, and the Fort Belknap Indian Community (Indigenous Education) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Deborah Ryan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Bearer of This
Letter: Language Ideologies, Literacy Practices, and the Fort Belknap Indian Community (Indigenous
Education) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Bearer of This Letter: Language Ideologies, Literacy Practices, and the Fort Belknap Indian
Community (Indigenous Education)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world within this book.

Linda Sandoval:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Bearer of This Letter: Language
Ideologies, Literacy Practices, and the Fort Belknap Indian Community (Indigenous Education), you are able
to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

June Ross:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. The Bearer of This Letter: Language Ideologies, Literacy Practices, and the Fort
Belknap Indian Community (Indigenous Education) can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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