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In this book, artist and art historian Michael Harris investigates the role of visual representation in the
construction of black identities, both real and imagined, in the United States. He focuses particularly on how
African American artists have responded to--and even used--stereotypical images in their own works.

Harris shows how, during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, racial stereotypes became the dominant
mode through which African Americans were represented. These characterizations of blacks formed a
substantial part of the foundation of white identity and social power. They also, Harris argues, seeped into
African Americans' self-images and undermined their self-esteem.

Harris traces black artists' responses to racist imagery across two centuries, from early works by Henry O.
Tanner and Archibald J. Motley Jr., in which African Americans are depicted with dignity, to contemporary
works by Kara Walker and Michael Ray Charles, in which derogatory images are recycled to controversial
effect. The work of these and other artists--such as John Biggers, Jeff Donaldson, Betye Saar, Juan Logan,
and Camille Billops--reflects a wide range of perspectives. Examined together, they offer compelling insight
into the profound psychological impact of visual stereotypes on the African American community.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Colored Pictures: Race and Visual Representation.

Tracie Berry:

The book Colored Pictures: Race and Visual Representation has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Marvin Boyer:

This Colored Pictures: Race and Visual Representation is great book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Colored
Pictures: Race and Visual Representation in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Alita Schmidt:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Colored Pictures: Race and Visual Representation
can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Colored Pictures: Race and
Visual Representation.
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