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"A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and
bear Arms, shall not be infringed."
—Amendment II, United States Constitution

The Second Amendment is regularly invoked by opponents of gun control, but H. Richard Uviller and
William G. Merkel argue the amendment has nothing to contribute to debates over private access to firearms.
In The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Second Amendment Fell Silent, Uviller and Merkel show
how postratification history has sapped the Second Amendment of its meaning. Starting with a detailed
examination of the political principles of the founders, the authors build the case that the amendment's
second clause (declaring the right to bear arms) depends entirely on the premise set out in the amendment's
first clause (stating that a well-regulated militia is necessary to the security of a free state). The authors
demonstrate that the militia envisioned by the framers of the Bill of Rights in 1789 has long since
disappeared from the American scene, leaving no lineal descendants. The constitutional right to bear arms,
Uviller and Merkel conclude, has evaporated along with the universal militia of the eighteenth century.

Using records from the founding era, Uviller and Merkel explain that the Second Amendment was motivated
by a deep fear of standing armies. To guard against the debilitating effects of militarism, and against the
ultimate danger of a would-be Caesar at the head of a great professional army, the founders sought to
guarantee the existence of well-trained, self-armed, locally commanded citizen militia, in which service was
compulsory. By its very existence, this militia would obviate the need for a large and dangerous regular
army. But as Uviller and Merkel describe the gradual rise of the United States Army and the National Guard
over the last two hundred years, they highlight the nation's abandonment of the militia ideal so dear to the
framers. The authors discuss issues of constitutional interpretation in light of radically changed social
circumstances and contrast their position with the arguments of a diverse group of constitutional scholars
including Sanford Levinson, Carl Bogus, William Van Alstyne, and Akhil Reed Amar.  

Espousing a centrist position in the polarized arena of Second Amendment interpretation, this book will
appeal to those wanting to know more about the amendment's relevance to the issue of gun control, as well
as to those interested in the constitutional and political context of America's military history.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Second
Amendment Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Militia and the
Right to Arms, or, How the Second Amendment Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the
Second Amendment Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Livia Wilder:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Second Amendment
Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

James Robinson:

Often the book The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Second Amendment Fell Silent
(Constitutional Conflicts) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Candace Mathieu:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Second
Amendment Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Militia and the Right to Arms,
or, How the Second Amendment Fell Silent (Constitutional Conflicts) can to be your new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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