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Written in 1595, Richard II occupies a significant place in the Shakespeare canon, marking the transition
from the earlier history plays dominated by civil war and stark power to a more nuanced representation of
the political conflicts of England's past where character and politics are inextricably intertwined. It is the first
of four connected plays--including 1 Henry IV, 2 Henry IV, and Henry V--generally considered
Shakespeare's finest history plays.
The drama of Richard II centers on the power struggle between the grandiloquent King Richard and the
plain-spoken, blunt Henry Bolingbroke, who is banished from Britain at the beginning of the play. But when
Henry's father John of Gaunt dies, Richard confiscates his property with no regard to his son's rights, and
Bolingbroke returns to confront the king, who surrenders his crown and is imprisoned in Pomfret Castle,
where he is soon murdered. This new edition in the acclaimed Oxford Shakespeare series features a freshly
edited version of the text. The wide-ranging introduction describes the play's historical circumstances, both
the period that it dramatizes (the start of the "wars of the roses") and the period in which it was written (late
Elizabethan England), and the play's political significance in its own time and our own. It also focuses on the
play's richly poetic language and its success over the centuries as a play for the stage. Extensive explanatory
notes help readers at all levels understand and appreciate the language, characters, and dramatic action and
the book's lively illustrations provide a sense of the historical background and performance of the play.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's
Classics). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics). You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Robert Sanders:

Here thing why this specific Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford
World's Classics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics). It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Richard II:
The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) in e-book can be your choice.

Rosemary Perez:

The actual book Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Jessie Davis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Richard II: The Oxford Shakespeare (Oxford World's Classics) this book consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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