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Americans call Niagara Falls a natural wonder, but the falls aren't very natural anymore. In fact, they are a
study in artifice. Water diverted, riverbed reshaped, brink stabilized, and landscape redesigned, the falls are
more a monument to man's meddling than to nature's strength. Held up as an example of something real, they
are hemmed in with fakery-waxworks, haunted houses, IMAX films, and ersatz Indian tales. A symbol of
American manifest destiny, they are shared politely with Canada. Emblematic of nature's power, they are
completely human-controlled. An archetype of natural beauty, the falls belie an ugly environmental legacy
still bubbling up from below. On every level, Niagara Falls is a monument to how America falsifies nature,
reshaping its contours and redirecting its force while claiming to submit to its will.Combining history,
reportage, and personal narrative, Inventing Niagara traces Niagara's journey from sublime icon to
engineering marvel to camp spectacle. Along the way, Ginger Strand uncovers the hidden history of
America's waterfall: the Mohawk chief who wrested the falls from his adopted tribe, the revered town father
who secretly assisted slave catchers, the wartime workers who unknowingly helped build the atomic bomb,
and the building contractor who bought and sold a pharaoh. With an uncanny ability to zero in on the buried
truth, Strand introduces us to underwater dams, freaks of nature, mythical maidens, and 280,000 radioactive
mice buried at Niagara.From LaSalle to Lincoln to Los Alamos, Mohawks to Marilyn, Niagara's story is
America's story, a tale of dreams founded on the mastery of nature. At a time of increasing environmental
crisis, Inventing Niagara shows us how understanding the cultural history of nature might help us to rethink
our place in it today.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies. Try to
stumble through book Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies as your good friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Brian Davis:

The reserve with title Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies contains a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Grace Robinson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Kirk Mathews:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies can give
you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Inventing Niagara: Beauty, Power, and Lies.
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