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Ancient Greek culture is pervaded by a profound ambivalence regarding female beauty. It is an awe-
inspiring, supremely desirable gift from the gods, essential to the perpetuation of a man's name through
reproduction; yet it also grants women terrifying power over men, posing a threat inseparable from its allure.
The myth of Helen is the central site in which the ancient Greeks expressed and reworked their culture's
anxieties about erotic desire. Despite the passage of three millennia, contemporary culture remains almost
obsessively preoccupied with all the power and danger of female beauty and sexuality that Helen still
represents. Yet Helen, the embodiment of these concerns for our purported cultural ancestors, has been little
studied from this perspective. Such issues are also central to contemporary feminist thought.

Helen of Troy engages with the ancient origins of the persistent anxiety about female beauty, focusing on this
key figure from ancient Greek culture in a way that both extends our understanding of that culture and
provides a useful perspective for reconsidering aspects of our own. Moving from Homer and Hesiod to
Sappho, Aeschylus, and Euripides, Ruby Blondell offers a fresh examination of the paradoxes and
ambiguities that Helen embodies. In addition to literary sources, Blondell considers the archaeological
record, which contains evidence of Helen's role as a cult figure, worshipped by maidens and newlyweds. The
result is a compelling new interpretation of this alluring figure.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Shawn Jones:

The actual book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation will bring that you the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suitable to you. The book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read
the book.

Denise Swann:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Helen of Troy: Beauty,
Myth, Devastation.

Jason Davis:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation
is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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