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For centuries the island of Taiwan, 100 miles off the Asian mainland, has been a crossroads for traders and
settlers, pirates and military schemers from around the world. Unlike China, with its long tradition of
keeping foreigners out, Taiwan has a long history of interaction, both hostile and friendly, with other
seafaring nations near and far. "Maritime Taiwan" captures the full drama and details of this remarkable
history. It's filled with fascinating stories of foreign adventurers and echoes the bitter songs of Taiwan's
aboriginal population, confronted by the convergence of different maritime cultures and values on the
island.Here are accounts of the legendary pirate Koxinga, the Chinese junk trade, the mighty Dutch East
India Company, British opium traders and Scottish tea merchants, Jesuit priests and Presbyterian
missionaries, A French fleet commander, a Japanese colonial administrator, an American aid official, and
many more. Here too is an extraordinary view of Taiwan over the centuries, as its distinct identity, culture,
and values were shaped by its unique history. Today, with a population of only 23 million, Taiwan is the
world's nineteenth largest economy, a vibrant, relatively free society on the strategic route between China
and Southeast Asia. Maritime Taiwan also discusses the significant impact of American military, economic,
educational, and technological aid on Taiwan's developments and addresses the island's continued
importance in maintaining the U.S. hegemony in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

This book untitled Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it
through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

Crystal Scott:

Often the book Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Maritime Taiwan:
Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Betty Norsworthy:

Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

Donald Rivera:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters
with the East and the West (East Gate Books) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still question Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book
by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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