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New scientific ideas are subjected to an extensive process of evaluation and validation by the scientific
community. Until the early 1980s, this process of validation was thought to be governed by objective criteria,
whereas the process by which individual scientists gave birth to new scientific ideas was regarded as
inaccessible to rational study. In this book Gerald Holton takes an opposing view, illuminating the waysin
which the imagination of the scientist functions early in the formation of anew insight or theory. In certain
crucia instances, a scientist adopts an explicit or implicit presupposition, or thema, that guides hiswork to
success or failure and hel ps determine whether the new ideawill draw acclaim or controversy. Using
firsthand accounts gleaned from notebooks, interviews, and correspondence of such twentieth-century
scientists as Einstein, Fermi, and Millikan, Holton shows how the idea of the scientific imagination has
practical implications for the history and philosophy of science and the larger understanding of the place of
science in our culture. The new introduction, "How a Scientific Discovery Is Made: The Case of High-
Temperature Superconductivity," reveals the scientific imagination at work in current science, by disclosing
the role of personal motivations that are usually hidden from scientific publications, and the lessons of the
case for science policy today.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Midkiff:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Scientific Imagination:
Case Studies. All type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other
social media

DonnaClark:

This The Scientific Imagination: Case Studies book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you
will get. This specific The Scientific Imagination: Case Studies without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Scientific I magination:
Case Studies can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Scientific Imagination: Case Studies having
excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Geneva Ricks:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Scientific Imagination: Case Studies this publication consist alot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The Scientific Imagination: Case Studies when you needed it?
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