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Outside the imagination, witches don't exist. But in Poland and in Europe and its colonies in the early
modern period, people imagined their neighbours to be witches, with tragic results. For the first time in
English, Michael Ostling tells the story of the imagined Polish witches, showing how ordinary peasant-
women got caught in webs of suspicion and accusation, finally confessing under torture to the most heinous
of crimes. Through a close reading of accusations and confessions, Ostling also shows how witches imagined
themselves and their own religious lives. Paradoxically, the tales they tell of infanticide and host-desecration
reveal to us a culture of deep Catholic piety, while the stories they tell of demonic sex and the treasure-
bringing ghosts of unbaptized babies uncover a complex folklore at the margins of Christian orthodoxy.
Caught between the devil and the host, the self-imagined Polish witches reflect the religion of their place and
time, even as they stand accused of subverting and betraying that religion. Through the dark glass of
witchcraft Ostling explores the religious lives of early modern women and men: their gender attitudes, their
Christian faith and folk cosmology, their prayers and spells, their adoration of Christ incarnate in the
transubstantiated Eucharist, and their relations with goblin-like house demons and ghosts.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Huges:

The book Between the Devil and the Host: Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past and Present
Publications) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Between the Devil and the Host: Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past
and Present Publications)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Between the
Devil and the Host: Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past and Present Publications) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Between the Devil and the Host:
Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past and Present Publications) is kind of book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Tracy Caudle:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Between the Devil and the Host: Imagining
Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past and Present Publications) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Michael Santiago:

You can get this Between the Devil and the Host: Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland (Past and
Present Publications) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just



looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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