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White trash. The phrase conjures up images of dirty rural folk who are poor, ignorant, violent, and
incestuous. But where did this stigmatizing phrase come from? And why do these stereotypes persist? Matt
Wray answers these and other questions by delving into the long history behind this term of abuse and others
like it. Ranging from the early 1700s to the early 1900s, Not Quite White documents the origins and
transformations of the multiple meanings projected onto poor rural whites in the United States. Wray draws
on a wide variety of primary sources—literary texts, folklore, diaries and journals, medical and scientific
articles, social scientific analyses—to construct a dense archive of changing collective representations of
poor whites.

Of crucial importance are the ideas about poor whites that circulated through early-twentieth-century public
health campaigns, such as hookworm eradication and eugenic reforms. In these crusades, impoverished
whites, particularly but not exclusively in the American South, were targeted for interventions by sanitarians
who viewed them as “filthy, lazy crackers” in need of racial uplift and by eugenicists who viewed them as a
“feebleminded menace” to the white race, threats that needed to be confined and involuntarily sterilized.

Part historical inquiry and part sociological investigation, Not Quite White demonstrates the power of social
categories and boundaries to shape social relationships and institutions, to invent groups where none exist,
and to influence policies and legislation that end up harming the very people they aim to help. It illuminates
not only the cultural significance and consequences of poor white stereotypes but also how dominant whites
exploited and expanded these stereotypes to bolster and defend their own fragile claims to whiteness.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Not Quite White: White Trash
and the Boundaries of Whiteness will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Carolyn Fletcher:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Not
Quite White: White Trash and the Boundaries of Whiteness, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Jean Spence:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to your account is Not Quite White: White Trash and the Boundaries of Whiteness this e-book consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

David Blackwood:

Beside that Not Quite White: White Trash and the Boundaries of Whiteness in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Not Quite White: White Trash and the Boundaries of Whiteness because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable



blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it?
Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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