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From one of America's most important voices of protest, an urgent new polemic about the stifling of the
American public's capacity for meaningful dissent, the lifeblood of our democracy, at the hands of a
government and media increasingly beholden only to the country's wealthy few.

Dissent is democracy. Democracy is in trouble. Never before, argues Lewis Lapham, have voices of protest
been so locked out of the mainstream political conversation: they are criminalized, marginalized, and muted
by a government that recklessly disregards civil liberties and by an ever-more concentrated and profit-driven
media, in which the safe and the selling sweep all uncomfortable truths from view. As a result, we face a
crisis of democracy as serious as any in our history. Never has the public conversation been more in need of
dissent, and never has protest been more effectively quarantined into zones where it has so little effect on the
political process. Under the noses of a cowed and silenced populace, Lapham posits, the Bush regime is
"assembling from the ruins of a democratic republic the corporate splendor of a precision-guided
empire....What the Bush administration has in mind is not the defense of the American citizenry against a
foreign enemy, but the protection of the American oligarchy from the American democracy."

Dissent has always had a hard time of it, Lapham shows in a bravura short tour of political dissent in
American history, and an especially hard one in time of war. The more ill defined the conflict and the more
invisible the enemy, the worse it is for civil liberties, particularly the liberty to disagree. And now, just when
the electorate is most narcotized and apathetic, spoon-fed its infotainment by a small gang of gigantic media
conglomerates, and the government is in the hands of a terrifyingly self-righteous crew, comes a conflict, the
"war on terror," that makes the hunt for Communists in the 1950s look like the Normandy landings on D-
Day in its clarity of aim and purpose. It's a witch's brew that is pure poison for a living democracy.

Gag Rule is a rousing and necessary call to action in defense of one of our most important liberties-the right
to raise our voices against the powers that be and have those voices heard.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Durkin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and
Stifling of Democracy was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and Stifling
of Democracy is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
using the book Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and Stifling of Democracy. You never feel lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Stewart:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and
Stifling of Democracy book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Dwight Richardson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Gag Rule:
On the Suppression of Dissent and Stifling of Democracy, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Nancy Kidder:

Beside this kind of Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and Stifling of Democracy in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Gag Rule: On the Suppression of Dissent and Stifling of Democracy because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be



questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from currently!
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