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As both an idea and an institution, the family has been at the heart of Chicano/a cultural politics since the
Mexican American civil rights movement emerged in the late 1960s. In Next of Kin, Richard T. Rodríguez
explores the competing notions of la familia found in movement-inspired literature, film, video, music,
painting, and other forms of cultural expression created by Chicano men. Drawing on cultural studies and
feminist and queer theory, he examines representations of the family that reflect and support a patriarchal,
heteronormative nationalism as well as those that reconfigure kinship to encompass alternative forms of
belonging.

Describing how la familia came to be adopted as an organizing strategy for communitarian politics,
Rodríguez looks at foundational texts including Rodolfo Gonzales’s well-known poem “I Am Joaquín,” the
Chicano Liberation Youth Conference’s manifesto El Plan Espiritual de Aztlán, and José Armas’s La
Familia de La Raza. Rodríguez analyzes representations of the family in the films I Am Joaquín, Yo Soy
Chicano, and Chicana; the Los Angeles public affairs television series ¡Ahora!; the experimental videos of
the artist-activist Harry Gamboa Jr.; and the work of hip-hop artists such as Kid Frost and Chicano
Brotherhood. He reflects on homophobia in Chicano nationalist thought, and examines how Chicano gay
men have responded to it in works including Al Lujan’s video S&M in the Hood, the paintings of Eugene
Rodríguez, and a poem by the late activist Rodrigo Reyes. Next of Kin is both a wide-ranging assessment of
la familia’s symbolic power and a hopeful call for a more inclusive cultural politics.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Here thing why this particular Next of Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Next of Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Next of Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Next of Kin: The Family in
Chicano/a Cultural Politics in e-book can be your choice.

Joe Stearns:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Next of Kin: The
Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Laura Rogers:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Next of Kin: The Family in
Chicano/a Cultural Politics which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Richard Martinez:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Next of Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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