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Lobsters and lunacy: The zaniest Surrealist of them all
 
Painter, sculptor, writer, film-maker, and all-round showman Salvador Dalí (1904–1989) was one of
the twentieth century’s greatest exhibitionists and eccentrics. One of the first artists to apply the insights
of Freudian psychoanalysis to art, he is celebrated in particular for his surrealist practice, with such
conceits as the soft watches or the lobster telephone, now hallmarks of the surrealist enterprise, and of
modernism in general.

Dalí frequently described his paintings as “hand-painted dream photographs.” Their tantalizing tension and
interest resides in the precise rendering of bizarre elements and incongruous arrangements. As Dalí
himself explained, he painted with “the most imperialist fury of precision,” but only “to systematize
confusion and thus to help discredit completely the world of reality.”

Revolutionizing the role of the artist, the mustache-twirling Dalí also had the intuition to parade
a controversial persona in the public arena and, through printmaking, fashion, advertising, writing, and
film, to create work that could be consumed and not just contemplated on a gallery wall.

This book explores both the painting and the personality of Dalí, introducing his technical skill as well as his
provocative compositions and challenging themes of death, decay, and eroticism.
 
About the Series:
Each book in TASCHEN’s Basic Art series features:

a detailed chronological summary of the life and oeuvre of the artist, covering his or her cultural and●

historical importance
a concise biography●

approximately 100 illustrations with explanatory captions●
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Dalí, it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

Ella McCoy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book
Dalí it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book provides high quality.

Carolyn Franklin:

Precisely why? Because this Dalí is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dalí can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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