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An approachable and indispensable guide to Shakespeare's sonnets

Shakespeare's sonnets are the greatest single work of lyric poetry in English, as passionate and daring as any
love poems we may ever encounter, and yet they are often misunderstood. Ideas of Order: A Close Reading
of Shakespeare's Sonnets reveals an underlying structure within the 154 poems that illuminates the entire
work, and provides a guide?for first-time readers as well as scholars?that inspires a new understanding of
this complex masterpiece. The Elizabethan scholar and former president of Harvard University Neil L.
Rudenstine makes a compelling case for the existence of a dramatic arc within the work through an expert
interpretation of distinct groups of sonnets in relation to one another. The sonnets show us a poet in turmoil
whose love for a young man?who returns his affections?is utterly transformative, binding him in such an
irresistible way that it survives a number of infidelities. And the poet and the young man are drawn into a
cycle of lust and betrayal by a "dark lady," a woman with the "power to make love groan."
Rudenstine's reading unveils the relationship between major groups of poems: the expressions of love, the
transgressions, the longings, the jealousies, and the reconciliations. This critical analysis is accompanied by
the text of all of Shakespeare's sonnets. Accessible and thought-provoking, Ideas of Order is an invaluable
companion to this cornerstone of literature.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Ideas of Order: A Close Reading of
Shakespeare's Sonnets. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Ricky Hayes:

Beside this Ideas of Order: A Close Reading of Shakespeare's Sonnets in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Ideas of Order: A Close Reading of Shakespeare's Sonnets because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from currently!

Celia Norton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ideas of Order: A Close Reading of
Shakespeare's Sonnets was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Ideas of
Order: A Close Reading of Shakespeare's Sonnets has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Richard Zhang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Ideas of Order: A
Close Reading of Shakespeare's Sonnets.
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