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When John Millington Synge and Molly Allgood fell in love, he was thirty-five, she nineteen. Neither knew
that he had Hodgkin's disease, of which he was to die in three years. Synge had already achieved recognition
as a playwright--translations of two of his plays had been performed in Berlin and Prague--and he was
codirector, with Yeats and Lady Gregory, of the Irish National Theatre Society. Molly had started her acting
career the year before, in the newly opened Abbey Theatre, with a walk-on part in Synge's Well of the Saints.
She had been promoted from crowd scenes to bit parts to lead roles in Riders to the Sea and The Shadow of
the Glen. She was still only a member of the company, however, while Synge was a director, whose
codirectors disapproved of fraternization. Synge and Molly also faced the disapproval of two widowed
mothers. Barring an occasional holiday trip or company road tour, they could seldom be alone together,
except on secret afternoon meetings for long walks in the country. Hence their hundreds of letters.

Molly's letters do not survive; they apparently were destroyed when Synge died. But his letters convey her
mercurial charm, her openness, her love of life, her impulsiveness, and her temper--as violent as his own.
What they convey of him (when he is not reproving her or remonstrating with her, as he does in the early
months of their relationship) is the love of nature, the poetic language, the bittersweet irony, the elemental
quality of emotion, that we know from the plays. His concern for his craft is seen as he struggles with The
Playboy. ("Parts of it are not structurally strong or good. I have been all this time trying to get over weak
situations by strong writing, but now I find it won't do, and I am at my wit's end.") Synge was quite
unperturbed by the violent outrage and near-riots the play provoked. ("Now we'll be talked about. We're an
event in the history of the Irish stage," he wrote cheerily.)

As his illness progresses, following operations in 1907 and 1908, there is great poignancy in the gradual
abating of references to marriage plans and in the shift of salutation from "Dearest Changeling" to "My
dearest child."

After Synge's death his friends and biographers discreetly avoided mention of Molly, who under her stage
name of Maire O'Neill became one of the leading actresses of the Irish theater and lived until 1952. His
letters to her have not been published before, except for the few quoted in Greene and Stephens' 1959
biography. A primary source for the study of Synge and the Irish theater movement, the letters include
poems inspired by Molly and extensive information about Abbey Theatre business.

In addition to a biographical introduction, Ann Saddlemyer has included a map of the Wicklow and Dublin
areas and numerous photographs of both Synge and Molly.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Tate:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge to
Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

David Hogan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for people. The book Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge to Maire
O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press) has been making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge
to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press) is not only giving you much more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship using the book Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909
(Belknap Press). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Pedro Murray:

Here thing why this particular Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909
(Belknap Press) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Letters to Molly: John
Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Letters to Molly: John
Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Letters to Molly: John
Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press) in e-book can be your choice.

Maryellen Tilley:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about



the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is
this Letters to Molly: John Millington Synge to Maire O'Neill, 1906-1909 (Belknap Press).
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