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Millions of computer users regularly bind themselves to software license terms with the click of a mouse,
usually without reading anything but the word "agree." Licenses for software as diverse as Microsoft
Windows and Linux, and terms of use for websites such as Facebook, are all subject not only to intellectual
property and commercial law, but also to the private law of the license, which comes in many forms, each
with its advocates. Microsoft, for example, maintains that its proprietary model gives users the rights they
need while creating the incentives that have made the United States the global software leader, while Richard
Stallman - creator of the GNU General Public License and author of a number of free software programs -
asserts that proprietary licensing enables software companies to "hoard" software they should be sharing.

In The Software License Unveiled, Douglas Phillips looks at both of these extremes and questions how these
proliferating but largely unread license terms affect access to software, one of the economy's most valuable
resources. While highlighting the obvious divergences, he makes the more illuminating case that most
current models - spanning the spectrum from proprietary to free - have one key feature in common: to an
increasing extent, each license model extends, modifies, or displaces public law that would otherwise apply.
Unlike books that advocate one form of licensing or another, this one reframes the debate to propose that
going forward a key challenge for lawyers, scholars, policymakers, and the public is to consider whether
"legislation by license" should be the means for controlling software access.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Software License Unveiled:
How Legislation by License Controls Software Access. All type of book can you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Michael Kelly:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Software License Unveiled: How Legislation by
License Controls Software Access why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jodi Dunn:

This The Software License Unveiled: How Legislation by License Controls Software Access is great e-book
for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Software License Unveiled: How Legislation by License Controls
Software Access in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Kathy Davis:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The Software License Unveiled: How Legislation by License
Controls Software Access was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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