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Providing a rigorous analysis of Buddhist ways of understanding religious diversity, this book develops a
new foundation for cross-cultural understanding of religious diversity in our time.

Examining the complexity and uniqueness of Buddha’s approach to religious pluralism using four main
categories – namely exclusivism, inclusivism, pluralistic-inclusivism and pluralism – the book proposes a
cross-cultural and interreligious interpretation of each category, thus avoiding the accusation of intellectual
colonialism. The key argument is that, unlike the Buddha, most Buddhist traditions today, including
Therav?da Buddhism and even the Dalai Lama, consider liberation and the highest stages of spiritual
development exclusive to Buddhism. The book suggests that the Buddha rejects many doctrines and
practices found in other traditions, and that, for him, there are nonnegotiable ethical and doctrinal standards
that correspond to the Dharma. This argument is controversial and likely to ignite a debate among Buddhists
from different traditions, especially between conservative and progressive Buddhists.

The book fruitfully contributes to the literature on inter-religious dialogue, and is of use to students and
scholars of Asian Studies, World Religion and Eastern Philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Woods:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Buddha and
Religious Diversity (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy)? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Doreen Wolf:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Buddha and Religious Diversity (Routledge
Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Marilyn Urquhart:

This The Buddha and Religious Diversity (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Buddha and Religious Diversity (Routledge Studies in Asian
Religion and Philosophy) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Candace Hernandez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Buddha and
Religious Diversity (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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