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Aurelius Augustinus (354-430), bishop of Hippo Regius (the modern Annaba in Algeria), is considered one
of the outstanding thinkers in Western Christian civilization, Catholic and Protestant alike. Particularly
influential has been his pessimistic doctrine of divine predestination, which holds that only a small
proportion of humanity has been selected by God for salvation, while the overwhelming majority, including
all unbaptized persons, are damned. Yet, paradoxically, Augustine's exposition of the Eucharistic unity of the
elect in the Body of Christ, his Christology, and his emphasis on love as the principal mark of the Godhead
have provided a pattern for Christian devotion and spirituality down through the ages.

This book seeks to explain this paradox in Augustine's theology by tracing how these different emphases
arose in his thought, and speculating as to why he endorsed, in the end, his theology of predestination. The
book is intended not only for students of theology and church history, but even more for readers attracted to
Christian doctrine. Written in straightforward language, it supplies adequate references to original sources
for those wishing to further pursue the subject.

The author, a historian turned theologian, has studied Augustine for more than sixty years and seeks neither
to extenuate nor to condemn him, but to depict his thought. His book will prove fruitful for all who engage it.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Gerald Bonner is university reader emeritus at the University of Durham. From 1991 to 1994 he was
distinguished professor of early Christian studies in the School of Religious Studies at the Catholic
University of America. He is the author or editor of several books including St. Augustine of Hippo: Life and
Controversies and The Monastic Rules.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"As a well-known and respected Augustinian scholar, Gerald Bonner does a masterful job of shedding light
on this paradox found in the writings and sermons of Augustine. . . . His book will prove very helpful not
only to the person already engaged in the study of Augustinian theology but also the initiate as well." ? John
C. Meyer, Catholic Books Review



"Covering a varied range of topics within the confines of a book of merely 142 pages is a remarkable tour de
force, something which only an erudite Augustine scholar such as Gerald Bonner is able to accomplish. . . .
The author's lucid literary style, with its meticulous choice of wording, makes this book a pleasure to read
and a storehouse of quotable phrases. He amply demonstrates his familiarity with various writings of
Augustine (his anti-Pelagian writings, epistles, sermons, early dialogues, and, of course, his masterpieces
(Confessions, De civitate Dei, De Trinitate)), which greatly contributes to the richness of the work. This fine
study not only provides a refreshing, balanced view of Pelagianism, it does the same of Augustine. . . . Each
chapter of this concise publication contains such a wealth of insights and enough food for thought to make it
worth reading again and again." ? Geert Van Reyn, Augustiniana

"Bonner writes with sensitivity and complexity on Augustine's views of freedom, responsibility, and
predestination. One senses his bafflement and disappointment with an Augustine he clearly loves who could
not see his way to rejecting the shocking consequences of his predestinarianism." ? Speculum

"This book is the fruit of many years of thought and writing. Its author writes with a clarity which reflects
this quiet maturing of its conclusions. . . . Bonner is visibly working out not just what Augustine really
thought and why, but what is to be made of it by the modern believer, including himself. This is an approach
Augustine himself would have warmed to. He liked nothing better as an author than an honest working out of
experimental an

 Download Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divi ...pdf

 Read Online Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Di ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power
and Human Freedom Gerald Bonner

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813214742


Download and Read Free Online Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power
and Human Freedom Gerald Bonner

From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on
Divine Power and Human Freedom will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Richard Swisher:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Freedom and
Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power and Human Freedom is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Daphne Shew:

This Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power and Human Freedom is great
reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or
we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power and Human
Freedom in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Dennis Green:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Freedom and Necessity: St. Augustine's Teaching on Divine Power and
Human Freedom. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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