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The Road Runner / An American Odyssey The Road Runner is a memoir detailing the life, loves and times
of John Stover. The story isloosely based on Homer's Odyssey entailing the search described by Homer
amost 2,700 years ago. The themes are similar-the quest for identity, the search for love, the value of hearth
and family and the continual challenge of being true to one's values and ideals. Many of the temptations
encountered by Odysseus are placed before the title character. He meets the one-eyed Cyclops, is tempted by
Circe and Calypso and walks among the lotus-eaters. The story begins with painfully descriptive details of
the author's harsh home life. Mr. Stover, the fourth of seven children, describes the family dynamics and how
they play out as dysfunction slowly and easily manifestsitself initsvariousformsin all the children. His
father, a self-made man, is also an alcohalic, sexual compulsive and rage-a-holic. The author, through his
revelations, points out sexual dysfunction as a Stover family legacy, passed from generation to generation.
Tracing the family genealogy back to the infamous triangle of John Alden and Priscilla-the very woman who
snubbed Governor Miles Standish's amorous advances, the author recounts what may well be the beginnings
of the Stover family’ s sexual dysfunction. Tales of other, closer relatives running afoul of the law as aresult
of their sexual compulsions are also chronicled in great detail. The author introduces us to his brother, who
he calls Thor, the god of Thunder and Gloom. The brother six years older, tortures, beats and molests the
author. Thor is six years older, locking the youngster for hours at atime in adark closet. The younger brother
has his arm broken three times before age fifteen. Mr. Stover spent his youth working at his father’ s hotel;
the West EIm Hotel, in Brockton, Massachusetts, where he observed men from the Brockton VA Hospital.
Hiswriting is culled from these dysfunctional men. Several storiestell of the seven, eight and nine-year-old
author finding men at the hotel who've died as aresult of an overdose, accidental death or suicide. The
author found hisfirst corpse at age seven. He also relates a hilarious tale of an elderly mother who kills her
daughter only to hide out at the hotel where the Brockton Police apprehend her. The Hotel years are similar
to a page from Police Gazette pulp magazines, the very same fodder that his father was so fond of reading.
The author attended Boston University, where he majored in pre-med, and the University of California at
Los Angeles, where he concentrated on English literature and writing. He was forced to leave Boston
University after waking up restrained in a hospital strait jacket, having run naked through the winter streets
of Boston on Christmas Eve, while on abad L SD trip. This episode pretty much ended any thoughts of an
academic or medical career. In 1974, Mr. Stover spent ayear hitch-hiking around the south, working at
various odd jobs, aswell as hopping freight cars, guessing astrological signsfor money, selling blood in
addition to working for local moonshiners and drug dealers. The author gives alesson in "instant rapport,” a
skill developed during his journeys as a professional hitchhiker. There are many touching and humorous
scenes as the author encounters some very kind, some incredibly sick but mostly dangerous drivers and rides.
In six months Mr. Stover logged over 20,000 miles on his thumb, sleeping under bridges, accepting the
hospitality of strangers and living by hiswits. Today, thisliving situation would be described as homeless. In
1974, it was merely living "On the Road." In 1998, recovering from his personal crisis, he sold everything he
owned to concentrate on his first love, writing. He chronicles the fight back to regain sobriety and
usefulness. Slowly, asaresult of dedication to his abstinence, the author reclaims hislife and body.
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From reader reviews:
Clifford Ranger:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth awaystry to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Road Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1).

Maria Kraus;

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Road Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The Road Runner: An American
Odyssey (The Road Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, likewinning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Timothy Hardy:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Road Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road
Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1) can give you alot of pals because by you investigating this one book you
have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et us have The Road
Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1).

Paul Horn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Road Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road
Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book
The Road Runner: An American Odyssey (The Road Runner Anthologies) (Volume 1) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun



and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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