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Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard, a classic film noir and also a damning dissection of the Hollywood dream
factory, evokes the glamour and ruin of the stars who subsist on that dream. It's also one long in-joke about
the movie industry and those who made it great-and who were, in turn, destroyed by it. One of the most
critically admired films of the twentieth century, Sunset Boulevard is also famous as silent star Gloria
Swanson's comeback picture.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard tells the story of this extravagant work, from the writing, casting and filming
to the disastrous previews that made Paramount consider shelving it. It's about the writing team of Billy
Wilder and Charles Brackett-sardonically called "the happiest couple in Hollywood"-and their raucous
professional relationship. It's about the art direction and the sets, the costumes, the props, the lights and the
cameras, and the personalities who used those tools to create a cinematic work of art.

Staggs goes behind the scenes to reveal: William Holden, endlessly attacked by his bitter wife and already
drinking too much; Nancy Olson, the cheerful ingenue who had never heard of the great Gloria Swanson; the
dark genius Erich von Stroheim; the once famous but long-forgotten "Waxworks"; and of course Swanson
herself, who-just like Norma Desmond-had once been "the greatest star of them all."

But the story of Sunset Boulevard doesn't end with the movie's success and acclaim at its release in l950.
There's much more, and Staggs layers this stylish book with fascinating detail, following the actors and
Wilder into their post-Sunset careers and revealing Gloria Swanson's never-ending struggle to free herself
from the clutches of Norma Desmond.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard also chronicles the making of Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical production of
Sunset Boulevard and the explosive diva controversies that dogged it. The book ends with a shocking
example of Hollywood life imitating Hollywood art. By the last page of this rich narrative, readers will
conclude: We are those "wonderful people out there in the dark."
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From reader reviews:

Chris Barrentine:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark
Hollywood Dream.

Harry Anderson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Close-
up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Maria Swensen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the
Dark Hollywood Dream was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Jim Loop:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the
Dark Hollywood Dream when you desired it?
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