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From the jacket: "Neither my established Protestant family background nor my becoming an avowed atheist
at fourteen, nor indeed my persistent ambition to follow an artistic career, in any way foreshadowed my
ending up as the Roman Catholic Bishop of Oslo at the age of forty-three." John Willem Gran left his home
in Norway as a teenager to pursue a career as an opera director. His path took him to England to study
theatre, to Munich just before the Second World War, and then to Rome. As he recounts the many humorous,
spiritual, and life-threatening adventures he had during these difficult years of the mid-twentieth century, he
also shares his personal pilgrimage from atheism to Buddhism to Roman Catholicism, and his eventual entry
into the Cistercian monastery on Calday, a rugged island off the coast of Wales. From the jacket; "The Holy
See had long since followed the practice that neither Carthusians nor Cistercians of the Strict Observance
were to be appointed bishops. Of course, there have been exceptions." In the second volume of his memoirs,
John Willem Gran describes the existence of a Cistercian monk in the 1950s and tells of the lives and
hardships of the monastery on the weather-beaten Welsh island of Caldey. Having joined the community
seeking prayer, contemplation, and study, he found himself playing the organ, teaching theology, repairing
tractors and rebuilding and operating amphibious vehicles, in Rome administering the Cistercian generalate
and students' premises, and finally back in his native Norway as bishop of Oslo. As a Catholic bishop in a
Lutheran country, he participated in, and provides a profoundly thoughtful and sometimes humorous
insider's view of the SecondVatican Council.
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From reader reviews:

Corinna Edwards:

The book A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set) to become your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide A Hand on my
Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Jean Mora:

The book A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem
Gran (2 Volume Set) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Beth Sanders:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set) will
give you a new experience in reading a book.

Charles Collier:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending your time
not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top record in your reading
list is A Hand on my Shoulder: Memoirs of John Willem Gran (2 Volume Set). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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