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A fascinating illustrated history of one of the strangest, and cruelest, cultural institutions ever devised. A
worldwide best seller, translated into twenty-five languages.

“I was born in a konak (old house), which once was the harem of a pasha,” writes Alev Lytle Croutier.
“People around me often whispered things about harems; my own grandmother and her sister had been
brought up in one.”

Drawing on a host of firsthand accounts and memoirs, as well as her own family history, Croutier explores
life in the world’s harems, from the Middle Ages to the early twentieth century, focusing on the fabled
Seraglio of Topkapi Palace as a paradigm for them all. We enter the slave markets and the lavish boudoirs of
the sultanas; we witness the daily routines of the odalisques, and of the eunuchs who guarded the harem.
Here, too, we learn of the labyrinthine political scheming among the sultan’s wives, his favorites, and the
valide sultana—the sultan’s mother—whose power could eclipse that of the sultan himself.

There were the harems of the sultans and the pashas, but there were also “middle-class” harems, the
households in which ordinary men and women lived out ordinary—albeit polygamous—lives. Croutier
reveals their marital customs, child-rearing practices, and superstitions. Finally, she shows how this Eastern
institution invaded the European imagination—in the form of decoration, costume, and art—and how
Western ideas, in turn, finally eroded a system that had seemed eternal. Juxtaposing a rich array of
illustrations—Western paintings, Turkish and Persian miniatures, family photographs, and even film
stills—Croutier demystifies the Western erotic fantasy of “the world behind the veil.” This revised and
updated 25th anniversary edition of Harem includes a new introduction by the author, revisiting her subject
in light of recent events in Turkey, and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Efrain Floyd:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Harem: The
World Behind the Veil.

Serafina Hayes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Harem: The World Behind the
Veil that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Harem: The World Behind the Veil become your own
starter.

Annie Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Harem: The World Behind the Veil was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Harem: The World Behind the Veil has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading this.

Esther Belote:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Harem: The World Behind the Veil. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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