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The Return of the Buddha traces the development of Buddhist archaeology in colonial India, examines its
impact on the reconstruction of India’s Buddhist past, and the making of a public and academic discourse
around these archaeological discoveries.

The book discusses the role of the state and modern Buddhist institutions in the reconstitution of national
heritage through promulgation of laws for the protection of Buddhist monuments, acquiring of land around
the sites, restoration of edifices, and organization of the display and dissemination of relics. It also highlights
the engagement of prominent Indian figures, such as Nehru, Gandhi, Ambedkar, and Tagore, with Buddhist
themes in their writings.

Stressing upon the lasting legacy of Buddhism in independent India, the author explores the use of Buddhist
symbols and imagery in nation-building and the making of the constitution, as also the recent efforts to
resurrect Buddhist centers of learning such as Nalanda. With rich archival sources, the book will immensely
interest scholars, researchers and students of modern Indian history, culture, archaeology, Buddhist studies,
and heritage management.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gibson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Return of the
Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New Nation suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Return of the Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New
Nationis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Edward White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Return of the Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New
Nation can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sharon Works:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Return of the
Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New Nation that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Return of the Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New
Nation become your personal starter.

Alexander Pridmore:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Return of the Buddha: Ancient Symbols for a New Nation this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the



world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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