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Americans have always loved risktakers. Like the Icarus of ancient Greek lore, however, even the most
talented entrepreneurs can overstep their bounds. All too often, the very qualities that make Icaran executives
special-- self-confidence, visionary insight, and extreme competitiveness--spur them to take misguided and
even illegal chances. The Icaran failure of an ordinary entrepreneur isn't headline news. But put Icarus in the
corporate boardroom and, as David Skeel vividly demonstrates, the ripple effects can be profound.

Ever since the first large-scale corporations emerged in the nineteenth century, their ability to tap huge
amounts of capital and the sheer number of lives they affect has meant that their executives play for far
greater stakes. Excessive and sometimes fraudulent risks, competition, and the increasing size and
complexity of organizations: these three factors have been at the heart of every corporate breakdown from
1873, when financial genius Jay Cooke collapsed, to the corporate scandals of the early 21st century.
Compounding the scandals is an ongoing cat-and-mouse game between regulators' efforts to police the three
factors that lead to Icarus Effect failures and efforts by corporate America to evade this regulation in the
name of efficiency and flexibility.

These efforts to side-step oversight can rapidly spiral out of control, setting the stage for the devastating
corporate failures that punctuate American business history. But there is also a silver lining to the stunning
failures: the outrage they provoke galvanizes public opinion in favor of corporate reform. The most
important American business regulation has always been enacted in response to a major breakdown in
corporate America.

Today's business environment poses unprecedented perils for the average American as for the first time ever,
more than half of Americans now own stock. Identifying the problems of the past, Skeel offers a strikingly
new diagnosis of the fundamental flaws in corporate America today, and of what can be done to fix them.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Decker:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where
They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Icarus in the Boardroom: The
Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Icarus in the Boardroom: The
Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Fidel Auxier:

This book untitled Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They
Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Ruth Santiago:

Often the book Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They
Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate
America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Gary Simms:

The reason why? Because this Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and
Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your



critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.
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