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In this new and brilliantly organized book of essays, Anthony Giddens discusses three main theoretical
traditions in social science that cut across the division between Marxist and non-Marxist sociology:
interpretive sociology, functionalism, and structuralism.

Beginning with a critical examination of the importance of structuralism for contemporary sociology, the
author develops a comprehensive account of what he calls "the theory of structuration." One of the main
themes is that social theory must recognize, as it has not done hitherto, that all social actors are
knowledgeable about the social systems they produce and reproduce in their conduct. In order to grasp the
significance of this, he argues, we have to reconsider some of the most basic concepts in sociology.

In particular, Giddens argues, it is essential to recognize the significance of time-space relations in social
theory. He rejects the distinction between synchrony and diachrony, or statics and dynamics, involved in
both structuralism and functionalism, and offers extensive critical commentary on the latter as an approach to
sociology.

The book, which can be described as a "non-functionalist manifesto," breaks with the three main theoretical
traditions in the social sciences today while retaining the significant contributions each contains. In so doing
Giddens discusses a range of fundamental problem areas in the social sciences: power and domination,
conflict and contradiction, and social transformation. He concludes with an overall appraisal of the key
problems in social theory today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Tiernan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis, you are able
to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a book.

Patricia Northcutt:

The guide untitled Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social
Analysis is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Central Problems
in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Justin Belz:

You can get this Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Marivel Tye:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Central Problems in Social Theory: Action, Structure, and Contradiction in Social Analysis. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination for a other place.
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