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If Olaya Street Could Talk is a portrait of Saudi Arabia and its people, encompassing a 25-year period during
the era of its dynamic transformation from being one of the poorer countries in the world to becoming a state
with a modern physical and economic infrastructure. It is also a story about the western expatriates who
worked and lived in the country--from the "free and easy 70's"--to the period when they became specific
targets for execution by certain religious fundamentalists. The book addresses western perceptions of the
country and how those perceptions were formed, from TE Lawrence and Wilfred Thesiger to NY Times
columnists Thomas Friedman, Maureen Dowd and David Brooks. The book's fundamental purpose is to
examine the issue which dominates today's headlines: the "Islamic-Western cultural divide" and places this
concept within the context of American issues, such as the experience with the black-white cultural divide as
well as America's last significant conflict, the Vietnam War. It is in parts a travelogue, a sociological
examination, a historical documentary, a love story, health care development and political commentary. The
author is one of few Americans to have lived in the country during this period of time who had access to
Saudis at all levels of society and freely traveled throughout a large portion of the country. No other book, in
English or Arabic, covers this period of Saudi Arabia's transformation to a modern nation, the period from
1978 to 2003. The motivation for writing the book was to render a realistic image of the people of Saudi
Arabia, as well as to examine some of the basis for the American misperceptions of this country and region,
in the hope that it will inspire others to take steps towards ending the current policy of war without end.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this If Olaya Street Could
Talk -- Saudi Arabia: The Heartland of Oil and Islam book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Richard Benson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read will be If Olaya Street Could Talk -- Saudi Arabia: The Heartland of Oil and Islam.

Joseph Wilson:

Beside this specific If Olaya Street Could Talk -- Saudi Arabia: The Heartland of Oil and Islam in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have If Olaya Street Could Talk -- Saudi Arabia:
The Heartland of Oil and Islam because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Lamar Santiago:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book If Olaya Street Could Talk -- Saudi Arabia: The Heartland of Oil and Islam. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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