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This catalogue accompanies The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan, one of the most highly
anticipated exhibitions of Buddhist art to be held in recent times. For over five years, the Honolulu Academy
of Arts, under the direction of Dr. Stephen Little, has conducted ambitious fieldwork and research in Bhutan.
Enjoying a close working relationship with the Royal Government of Bhutan, the Honolulu Academy of Arts
research teams have been given unprecedented access to the nation s treasuries of sacred art and dance.

The Dragon's Gift offers a rare opportunity to introduce, to the wider international audience, some of the
most sacred Buddhist images of Bhutan. From the wealth of material surveyed, the organizers of the
exhibition have selected over one hundred objects of superior aesthetic achievement and deep religious
significance, the vast majority of which have never before been seen in the West. Nearly all of the works of
art presented in this catalogue are from active temples and monasteries and remain in ritual use. Most of the
items are painted or textile thangkas or gilt bronze sculptures which date primarily from the 17th to the 19th
centuries a golden age in the Buddhist arts of Bhutan. Ranging from depictions of Tantric deities to
individualized portraits of Buddhist masters, the exhibition and catalogue present outstanding works of art
with a wide iconographic scope. For the Buddhist people of Bhutan, these sacred items are conceived as
supports along the journey to enlightenment, and are of vital spiritual significance.

Complementing the presentation of sacred works of art is the documentation of the ancient Cham dances of
Bhutan, to which the dance preservation team was given privileged entrée. Having documented over three
hundred hours of sacred and secular dances, they have made a first assay of one of the few surviving
treasures of the trans-Himalayan movement tradition. These differing approaches to the visual and moving
arts provide further insight into the unique experience of Buddhism in Bhutan. A brief sampling of the
variety of extant dance lineages some many centuries old is included on the DVD contained within the
catalogue.

Beautifully illustrated, the catalogue also includes twelve essays contributed by leading Bhutanese and
Western scholars, covering various aspects of the Bhutanese arts. Contributors include: Dr. Stephen Little,
Ven. Lopon Pemala, Ven. Khenpo Phuntsok Tashi, Terese Tse Bartholomew, John Johnston, Dr. Karma
Phuntsho, Dr. David Jackson, Dr. John A. Ardussi, Dr. Yonten Dargye, Dr. Per K. Soerensen, Dorji Yangki,
Ephraim Jose, Mark Fenn, and Joseph Houseal.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

The book The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Lou Morton:

The actual book The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Sergio Terry:

This The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts
of Bhutan can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.

Francis Corder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts
of Bhutan or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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