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By the end of 1941 the Soviet Union was near collapse and its air force almost annihilated, leaving large
numbers of surviving pilots with no aircraft to fly. At this juncture the United Kingdom put aside its prewar
animosities toward the Communists and despatched several hundred Hurricane fighters despite the fact that
at this time the British were still struggling to supply the RAF with modern fighters in North Africa and the
Far East. A total of 4300 Hurricanes and Spitfires, as well as several hundred Tomahawks, Kittyhawks and
Airacobras, obtained from the USA under Lend-lease, were eventually supplied to the USSR in an attempt to
present a Russian defeat. After the United States had entered the war, the Americans extended Lend-lease to
include direct supply to the Soviets as well as the British, and among the aircraft sent were almost 10,000
fighters - mainly P-39s, P-40s and P-63s. Although many of these aircraft were outdated when they arrived,
and some were not particularly suited to Russian operating conditions, they served when they were needed.
A number of Russian pilots became Heroes of the Soviet Union flying Lend-lease aircraft, and many more
gained their early experience before converting to their own Yaks and Lavochkins. All of these types,
including the Hurricane, remained in active units until the end of the war, and even into the post-war period.

The Soviet government tried to play down or conceal the importance of Lend-lease fighters until well into
the 1980s, and the pilots who flew them were discriminated against as 'foreigners'. Only in recent years have
these pilots felt free to admit what they flew, and now the fascinating story of these men and their heroic
achievements can emerge.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

This Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter Aces of World War 2 (Aircraft of the Aces) are generally reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter
Aces of World War 2 (Aircraft of the Aces) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter Aces of World War 2
(Aircraft of the Aces) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Kimberley Bailey:

The particular book Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter Aces of World War 2 (Aircraft of the Aces) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Sara Matthews:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter Aces of World War 2 (Aircraft of the Aces) can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Neil Espinoza:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Soviet Lend-Lease Fighter Aces of World War 2 (Aircraft of the Aces) when you necessary
it?
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