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Antonia Fraser’s Perilous Question is a dazzling re-creation of the tempestuous two-year period in Britain’s
history leading up to the passing of the Great Reform Bill in 1832, a narrative which at timesreads like a
political thriller.

The era, beginning with the accession of William IV, is evoked in the novels of Trollope and Thackeray, and
described by the young Charles Dickens as a cub reporter. It islit with notable characters. The reforming
heroes are the Whig aristocrats led by Lord Grey, members of the richest and most landed cabinet in history
yet determined to bring liberty, which would whittle away their own power, to the country. The all-too-
conservative opposition was headed by the Duke of Wellington, supported by the intransigent Queen
Adelaide, with hereditary memories of the French Revolution. Finally, there were revolutionaries, like
William Cobbett, the author of Rural Rides, the radical tailor Francis Place, and Thomas Attwood of
Birmingham, the charismatic orator. The contest often grew violent. There were urban riots put down by
soldiers and agricultural riots led by the mythical Captain Swing.

The underlying grievance was the fate of the many disfranchised people. They were ignored by a medieval
system of electoral representation that gave, for example, no votes to those who lived in the new industrial
cities of Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, and Birmingham, while allocating two parliamentary representatives
to avillage long since fallen into the sea and, most notoriously, Old Sarum, a green mound in afield. Lord
John Russell, aWhig minister, said long afterwards that it was the only period when he genuinely felt
popular revolution threatened the country. The Duke of Wellington declared intractably in November 1830
that “The beginning of reform is the beginning of revolution.” So it seemed that disaster must fall on the
British Parliament, or the monarchy, or both.

The question was. Could arotten system reform itself in time? On June 7, 1832, the date of the extremely
reluctant royal assent by William 1V to the Great Reform Bill, it did. These eventsled to atotal changein the
way Britain was governed, and set the stage for its growth as the world’ s most successful industrial power;
admired, among other things, for its traditions of good governance—atwo-year revolution that Antonia
Fraser brings to vivid dramatic life.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Wallace:

Here thing why this specific Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 are
different and trusted to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the
Brink, 1832 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but thereis
no book that similar with Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Perilous Question:
Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 in e-book can be your alternative.

Joel Jones:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test ook for book, may
be the e-book untitled Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 can be excellent
book to read. May beit could be best activity to you.

Edgar Workman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fegling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by itsinclude may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the
Brink, 1832 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Kerr:

Y ou can obtain this Perilous Question: Reform or Revolution? Britain on the Brink, 1832 by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. Itis
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable



ways for you.
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