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This third, revised and augmented edition of Peter Rietbergen’s highly acclaimed Europe: A Cultural History
provides a major and original contribution to the study of Europe. From ancient Babylonian law codes to
Pope Urban’s call to crusade in 1095, and from Michelangelo on Italian art in 1538 to Sting’s songs in the
late twentieth century, the expressions of the culture that has developed in Europe are diverse and wide-
ranging. This exceptional text expertly connects this variety, explaining them to the reader in a thorough and
yet highly readable style.

Presented chronologically, Europe: A Cultural History examines the many cultural building blocks of
Europe, stressing their importance in the formation of the continent’s ever-changing cultural identities.
Starting with the beginnings of agricultural society and ending with the mass culture of the early twenty-first
century, the book uses literature, art, science, technology and music to examine Europe’s cultural history in
terms of continuity and change. Rietbergen looks at how societies developed new ways of surviving,
believing, consuming and communicating throughout the period. His book is distinctive in paying particular
attention to the ways early Europe has been formed through the impact of a variety of cultures, from Celtic
and German to Greek and Roman. The role of Christianity is stressed, but as a contested variable, as are the
influences from, for example, Asia in the early modern period and from American culture and Islamic
immigrants in more recent times.

Since anxieties over Europe's future mount, this third edition text has been thoroughly revised for the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Moreover, it now also includes a 'dossier' of some seventeen
essay-like vignettes that highlight cultural phenomena said to be characteristic of Europe: social solidarity,
capitalism, democracy and so forth. With a wide selection of illustrations, maps, excerpts of sources and
even lyrics from contemporary songs to support the arguments, this book both serves the general reader as
well as students of historical and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

The book Europe: A Cultural History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Europe: A Cultural History being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Europe:
A Cultural History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Melissa Alfonso:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Europe: A Cultural History why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Robert Hutzler:

Beside this kind of Europe: A Cultural History in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Europe: A Cultural History because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Lorna Dews:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Europe: A Cultural History. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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