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The poetry of the Heian court of Japan has typically been linked with the emergence of a distinct Japanese
language and culture. This concept of a linguistically homogeneous and ethnically pure “Japaneseness” has
been integral to the construction of a modern Japanese nation, especially during periods of western colonial
expansion and cultural encroachment. But Thomas LaMarre argues in Uncovering Heian Japan that this
need for a cultural unity—a singular Japanese identity—has resulted in an overemphasis of a relatively minor
aspect of Heian poetry, obscuring not only its other significant elements but also the porousness of Heian
society and the politics of poetic expression.
Combining a pathbreaking visual analysis of the calligraphy with which this poetry was transcribed, a more
traditional textual analysis, and a review of the politics of the period, LaMarre presents a dramatically new
view of Heian poetry and culture. He challenges the assumption of a cohesive “national imagination,” seeing
instead an early Japan that is ethnically diverse, territorially porous, and indifferent to linguistic boundaries.
Working through the problems posed by institutionalized notions of nationalism, nativism, and modernism,
LaMarre rethinks the theories of scholars such as Suzuki Hideo, Yoshimoto Takaaki, and Komatsu Shigemi,
in conjunction with theorists such as Derrida, Karatani, Foucault, and Deleuze. Contesting the notion that
speech is central to the formation of community, Uncovering Heian Japan focuses instead on the potential
centrality of the more figural operations of poetic practice.
Specialists in Japanese history and culture as well as scholars working in other areas of cultural criticism will
find that this book enriches their understanding of an early Japan that has exerted so much influence on later
concepts of what it means to be Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Uncovering Heian Japan: An Archaeology of Sensation and
Inscription (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society). Try to face the book Uncovering Heian Japan: An
Archaeology of Sensation and Inscription (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Barbra Poole:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Uncovering Heian Japan: An
Archaeology of Sensation and Inscription (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book because book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Omar Lamm:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Uncovering Heian Japan: An
Archaeology of Sensation and Inscription (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) which is keeping the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Ora Orozco:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Uncovering Heian Japan: An Archaeology of
Sensation and Inscription (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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