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A one-year-old attempting to build a tower of blocks may bring the pile crashing down, yet her five-year-old
sister accomplishes this task with ease. Why do young children have difficulty with problems that present no
real challenge to older children? How do problem-solving skills develop? In Children Solving Problems,
Stephanie Thornton surveys recent research from a broad range of perspectives in order to explore this
important question.

What Thornton finds may come as a surprise: successful problem-solving depends less on how smart we are-
-or, as the pioneering psychologist Jean Piaget claimed, how advanced our skill in logical reasoning is--and
more on the factual knowledge we acquire as we learn and interpret cues from the world around us.

Problem-solving skills evolve through experience and dynamic interaction with a problem. But equally
important--as the Russian psychologist L. S. Vygotsky proposed--is social interaction. Successful problem-
solving is a social process. Sharing problem-solving tasks--with skilled adults and with other children--is
vital to a child's growth in expertise and confidence. In problem-solving, confidence can be more important
than skill.

In a real sense, problem-solving lies at the heart of what we mean by intelligence. The ability to identify a
goal, to work out how to achieve it, and to carry out that plan is the essence of every intelligent activity.
Could it be, Thornton suggests, that problem-solving processes provide the fundamental machinery for
cognitive development? In Children Solving Problems she synthesizes the dramatic insights and findings of
post-Piagetian research and sets the agenda for the next stage in understanding the varied phenomena of
children's problem-solving.
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From reader reviews:

James Hubbard:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Children Solving Problems (The
Developing Child) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Linda Amato:

This book untitled Children Solving Problems (The Developing Child) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Mae Bushee:

The actual book Children Solving Problems (The Developing Child) will bring that you the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book Children Solving Problems (The Developing Child) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Anthony Carter:

The e-book with title Children Solving Problems (The Developing Child) contains a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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